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Women’s role in the family 


At the extremes, . . . the economic conditions of the United States and 
Mexico have different effects on the employment behavior of married 
women. The higher cost of living in the United States compels women to 
seek work, even over the initial objections of their husbands. The specific 
conditions of that employment must, however, mesh with wives’ dual role 
as wage-earner and housekeeper/babysitter. In contrast, the lower cost of 
living and lack of alternative employment in Mexico bolster husbands’ 
traditional objections to wives’ employment. 

. . . the type and duration of employment experienced by married farm 
worker women is strongly influenced by their generally disadvantaged 
status, by their role in the family, and by the economic position of the 
family. In almost all instances, women’s work careers are organized in 
such a way as to carry out the traditional duties of wife and mother, in 
addition to that of wage earner. A wife’s wage may represent an integral 
part of the family budget, particularly in the case of families living in the 
United States and border areas, but the range of work opportunities and the 
duration of employment are limited by her subordinate status in the family. 
Thus, the availability of work in low skill, seasonal production allows 
women to carry out the dual roles of wife and wage-earner. At the same 
time, however, the availability of this attractive labor pool facilitates ex- 
pansion of those jobs. 


—Robert J. Thomas, 

Citizenship, Gender, and Work: 

Social Organization of Industrial Agriculture 

(Berkeley, University of California Press, 1985), p. 193. 
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